21 May 2010

Dear Students and Parents

I am writing to let you know that it is my intention to take early retirement from my position as Headteacher of Eaton Bank School at Christmas 2010. At that point, I will have completed 8 years as Head of the school, my second Headship – 8 of the happiest years in my teaching career. I will also have completed more than 32 years in teaching altogether!

My intention has always been to retire when my daughters finished their university studies and they will both complete their Masters degrees this autumn. My wife, who is also a teacher and has worked in her current school in Chester for the last 19 years, will also be retiring at Christmas; we have always planned to retire at the same time to enjoy our time together, travelling and getting more involved in our other interests outside of working life. This will also allow me to become more involved with the work I currently do for the National College for School Leadership, supporting and assessing trainee Headteachers on the National Professional Qualification for Headship, something I particularly enjoy.
When the time comes, I will leave Eaton Bank with huge emotional difficulty as it is such a special place and I enjoy my time here so much. As confirmed by our recent, highly successful Ofsted inspection, we have a great staff and student body, as well as the overwhelming support of parents, and, I know, the school will continue to go from strength to strength. Our very experienced Governing Body has put in place a schedule for the appointment of my successor, prior to the summer holidays. I will work with the person appointed over the course of the autumn term, to ensure a seamless transition when I leave. 
In the meantime, I will continue my work to ensure that Eaton Bank remains a happy, successful school focused on helping your children to achieve their very best qualifications and become, as many hundreds have before, well-rounded and effective citizens in the community. There is much to be done before I retire and I assure you I will continue to lead the school at my usual pace and with my usual enthusiasm, until then.
Kind regards

Yours sincerely

Paul Roberts

Headteacher

