1 December 2008

Dear Parents

DEEP LEARNING DAY - FRIDAY 5 DECEMBER 

I am delighted to be able to write to you to report that planning for our first Deep Learning Day is now in place for this Friday, 5 December.

As part of the changes to the National Curriculum, the Curriculum Authority has encouraged schools to consider students’ learning in the widest possible sense and to think of ‘lessons’ in this way, also. Our change to longer learning sessions for some subjects whilst retaining the flexibility of offering shorter ones as well is one indicator of how we are addressing this issue, another being the fact we are offering subject departments in the school full days, over the course of the year to really work intensively with students to deepen their learning and understanding on a particular topic. Some of you will recall the success we have enjoyed with students on what were once called ‘Rich Task Days’; our Deep Learning Days are a natural progression from these.

Deep Learning Days are organised around a particular year group of students who are able to work together with all the staff of an entire subject department – or even one or two departments working together – for, what I am sure will be, engaging, different and relevant ways of working to deepen their learning on a particular subject. 

These day long lessons will include break and lunchtime as usual and students are expected to wear school uniform – which, as you know, has been simplified and made to be more ‘fit for purpose’ in order to accommodate such varied ways of learning in the new curriculum. School will also start and end at the usual times.

It is really important that all students – from Y7 to Y13 – attend on Deep Learning Days, as topics that are covered are relevant for the programme of study and, in the relevant year groups, the exam syllabus. We believe they will be extremely worthwhile and enjoyable.

I hope you feel, as we do, that this is yet another opportunity for students to approach their learning and make progress on their courses in a different and engaging way. I look forward to seeing the range of activities on the day and witnessing your children learning together and making real progress. May I thank your for your support, in anticipation.

Yours sincerely

Paul Roberts

Headteacher

